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A bunch of bright sparks, I don’t think!
I couldn’t believe my eyes when I read an article about a house under construction in Lapta where the builders are ducking and diving under an 11,000 Volt electricity cable, which only last year killed a young pool cleaner in a neighbouring property.  The property is largely constructed with the roof on the main building and a turret roof in the course of construction and yet the cable nearly killed another worker here. Is life that cheap? It seems that Kibtek and the various Belediye offices both in Girne and Lapta had failed to carry out their roles to ensure safety was paramount, so it appears that there is negligence all round and you wonder whether anyone had ever been to this particular site to consider the proposal before consents were given.  Sadly this is just one of a number I see in my day to day work where I wonder if anyone has ever properly considered a scheme before granting permission.

I couldn’t believe that a spokesperson for the City Planners said ‘if there is someone to blame it is all of the departments that are involved we, the District Office and the Municipality, have acted negligently’.  I am tempted to change the word negligently to ‘as we usually do’ because the planning process here does not seem to exist, even the spokesperson for Lapta Municipality said ‘the people in the City Planning Centre provide these permissions without actually coming to the area and investigating if the circumstances are appropriate’. 
Well isn’t this what we already know? There is no thought or care going into the planning process here which is why there are now so many blots on the landscape, each department passes the buck where responsibilities are shared and duplicated in true Cypriot fashion, with no-one appearing to take the responsibility.  I think we have all learnt that it doesn’t matter which official department you go to here, nothing is ever black and white – it’s always a whiter shade of pale.
Well let’s hope that something can be learned from these tragedies and people start taking their jobs and responsibilities seriously so situations like this do not happen again.

I am more than surprised that anyone would ever want to buy a property in the shadow of an overhead power line. When undertaking surveys and inspections in the U.K. we as surveyors were under an obligation to ensure that we brought to the attention of the purchaser, and in most cases the lending institution, the proximity of these cables as there has been much speculation as to the dangers to health from the electromagnetic fields generated by these overhead power lines.  In the U.K. where the planning process is diligently undertaken consent would never be given for such a scheme, and if such a scheme had slipped through the net it would likely be unsaleable as lending institutions would not consider it to be a suitable security.

Valuers in the UK have been required since 1996 to take into account the public’s perception is that higher than normal magnetic fields may affect health, and that in turn is likely to affect the marketability and future value of the property being valued.  In these circumstances the valuer is required to assess the probable behaviour of buyers and sellers as they arrive at a financial evaluation of a health risk that is both currently and prospectively uncertain.
Well having regard to the location of the Lapta property and the other properties around it, it is another example of where the buyer has not used due diligence when selecting a property to purchase.  

It looks to me as if some purchasers here pay little regard to such things as electromagnetic fields, ravine edges and made up ground, so I am coming to the conclusion that many buyers are just as negligent as the other parties here in wanting to buy a property which in the U.K. would not get past the planning stage.

Well let’s not forget about something else that seems to be sprouting up everywhere – the transmission masts and mobile phone base stations.  Taking account of where we now see these being located, as I look from my office here in Lapta a new transmitter has been constructed close to a high density apartment development, it doesn’t seem that this is regulated either.  Back in 2001 in the UK the Planning Inspectorate endorsed the decisions of two local Planning Authorities to refuse the siting of mobile phone base stations, on the grounds of public fears about health hazards, despite a lack of scientific proof to justify this fear.  These Planning Authority decisions would suggest that public perception of potential health risks could become an important consideration in future planning applications.
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A sign like this should be placed above some of the swimming pools here





In the UK where new developments take place the overhead cable routes are often public open space – this will never happen here with the greed for over-development








