Appeared in Cyprus Times 28 September 2008


Chilly Dips
With daytime temperatures now being comfortable but evening and night time temperatures dropping considerably then the pool is now feeling considerably chilly, so it’s only the holidaymakers that are still going in for a dip or the braver residents, probably the ones that enjoy a cold shower in the morning!
I have written before about how you can extend the season of your pool, the simplest way is by providing an insulating blanket which cocoons the pool overnight and helps to keep water temperatures up.  There is one complication, strong winds like the ones we had earlier this week will whip under the blanket rendering its qualities virtually useless or, if the winds are strong enough, it may even take off like a sail.  That is if you have an overflow pool, if you have a skimmer pool then it shouldn’t be a problem in that the water levels are so much lower allowing the blanket to rest inside the pool.  So if you want to use an insulating blanket effectively on an overflow pool then it’s best to drop the levels and use the pool on main drain.

If you want to boost the temperature of your pool there are a number of alternatives available to you.  You can use a gas boiler, very similar to a central heating boiler, to heat the water or invest in an electric heat pump. Sadly with fuel costs rocketing neither are a cheap option, in fact they may even be considered to be more a luxury here than driving a four wheel drive vehicle with the excessive road taxes!  If you have the room then solar panels would prove to be a good option, particularly with the glorious sunshine we are presently enjoying, but a bank of panels is not the prettiest of things and with the amount of space required needs to be tucked away so it’s not visually intrusive.
For us lesser mortals who don’t have the luxury of a heated pool the months of October, November and December are a good time to get on and undertake any maintenance or repair works.  
If you have found the pool using considerable amounts of water this year, daytime temperatures here during the summer months of course cause a great amount of evaporation but you will need to investigate excessive water consumption.

I have been called to see a number of pools this year where I have found the overflow channels have cracked due to poor construction, this allows tonnes and tonnes of water to discharge away and this in turn creates more problems, usually as it washes away the support to the surrounding terraces or worse still it weakens the support to the pool.  Tests on the overflow channel should be undertaken before starting any remedial work; this is simply undertaken with the plugging of the inlet pipe to the balance tank and measuring the drop in water in the channel over a day or two.  Basic stuff and easy enough for most of us to do ourselves, armed with a tube of silicone and an old piece of pipe to block off the inlet pipe. If there is a problem with the channel then repairs can vary from recoating it with a waterproof medium, whether cement based or rubber based, or perhaps having it re-lined in fibre glass or if there is a significant problem perhaps having to have it re-cast which is not a simple job.
Another weak point on overflow pools are the edging tiles, if you have concrete tiles these do become porous over time and begin to fail allowing water to get into the pool structure itself before dissipating into the adjoining ground. This is often noticeable when the pool level drops to the level of the base of the tile when the pump is off; this suggests there is a problem here. Often going hand-in-hand with this problem is the failure of the waterproofing behind the ceramic tiles adjacent to the overflow channel; again this allows water to percolate from the pool into the channel causing water levels to drop.  Repairs here usually require the edging tile and the top few courses of tiles to be removed, the re-waterproofing of the exposed structure and finishing by fixing new tiles.  If you find this work necessary you then have the choice of installing similar concrete edging tiles, ceramic edging tiles or a travertine edging. The latter two will have more longevity and my personal choice would be properly laid ceramic edging tiles.
Leaking pool lights can be another problem and if shoddily installed will allow the pool to leak significantly. I have also known pools to be porous where the structure was not built properly having inadequate waterproofing, requiring the whole pool to be stripped out, re-waterproofed and re-tiled, not a cheap option.
I have not said much about liner pools because these are certainly specialist, they have to be correctly installed by a company that knows what they are doing using the right materials. A lot of the liners available are suitable for Northern Europe but when temperatures hit the levels they do here then the lining material is often inadequate, both as a result of expansion and contraction and sunlight degradation. So if you are considering having a liner pool built then make sure the person installing it is a specialist.  You may remember I have written previously about a person who is now a client who came over to complete on her property, she was expecting to find a properly tiled pool like the one she had seen at the showhouse but instead had a liner pool with a glorified outboard motor providing filtration.  Guess what? It didn’t last a season, now she has a concrete hole in the ground and the prospect of having to spend a lot of money to get what she thought she was going to be provided with.
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This liner pool didn’t last a season
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This cracked overflow channel has cost a client £3,000 in water alone this year








