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Go suck a lemon
After my article ‘Scorched Earth’ last week I had a couple of very interesting responses, one in particular from a friend of mine whose plight I had forgotten about when writing my article.  He built his house and has a mains water connection but sadly this year the local Muhtar decided not to provide him or his neighbour with mains water.  The best I can do is just let Malcolm tell the story for himself, this is his unedited response:

I was reading Stuart’s ‘Scorched Earth’ article last Sunday and felt the urge to add our story.  Up until June 1st 2008 we have been having regular mains water from Malatya since April 2004. Then our water stopped abruptly without explanation and after nearly three months of being told different stories about why our water source had dried up we were finally told that our supply was now attached to a boru (pipe) which needed cleaning first. We did the typical English thing and sarcastically told everyone that in north Cyprus it takes a month to clean a water pipe until a kind Cypriot pointed out that boru also means well. It seems that from September 1st Alsancak BeleDIYesi has taken over the Muhtar’s responsibilities, including that of the water supply, and that our water will be coming from this well by the 29th September at the latest; this year we believe. Maggie, my wife is more sceptical than me and is mumbling, ‘pigs flying’ in the background.

Now, the real point to this story is not that other villagers have had water for those four months or that in some cases they even complain to each other about overflowing water tanks. Nor is it about the fact that our water was cut off for nearly four months without a thought to the severe inconvenience this would cause, nor is it about the 1000YTL we have paid so far to have tanker water brought in. What our real complaint is about is the fact that government officials do not feel that they have to provide the services we believe they are responsible for. Now, if Alsancak BeleDIYesi was short staffed, or if the taxes we pay had not kept up with inflation instead of doubling, then we might have had some sympathy. Now don’t get me started about the “road” tax that you would imagine goes towards paying for the upkeep of local roads. Rumours that we are printing car stickers saying “I’m a north Cyprus pot-holer” are untrue. Anyway, back to water, it seems that if the local government decided to never turn our water back on, and our 160 tons of water a year had to all be delivered by tanker at a cost of 2000YTL (nearly £1000), we would not be able to do single thing to change this decision.

With this in mind we decided that we wanted to take the DIY out of BeleDIYesi. To this end I contacted the EU Commission’s Turkish Cypriot Community Task Force. Apparently €60,000,000 is to be provided to improve north Cyprus’ water and sewage system; no, not by fixing the sewage pipes to the water pipes!  I asked them a simple question, “how can I get the government to turn on my water?”  The reply was something like, “that is not in our remit.” So, it seems that in five years’ time north Cyprus might have a wonderful water system which can be switched off or diverted whenever the local officials feel like it. I replied that if north Cyprus becomes part of the EU (Maggie mutters ’pigs flying’) then there is Council Directive 98/83/EC to contend with which says that all EU governments are required to supply potable water to households; or any water at all would do. This does not mean that I will have to phone up a private water company to ask them to deliver 12½YTL a ton, untested, water; this means that it is the local council’s responsibility to deliver it to me.

Now responsibility is a double-edged word. I am responsible if I waste mains water, and can be fined for doing so, but the council is not responsible to supply it to me nor will it be punished for not doing so. What sort of organisation would create such one sided laws? Answer: a government which never wants to be taken to account but which wants to appear to be acting responsibly. 

Our question to those in power is: “are you responsible for ensuring the supply of basic needs or is it a DIY country where it’s every man for themselves?”
Other people have asked me, why is it if Lapta is so short of water that we still see tonnes and tonnes of water pouring down irrigation channels irrigating the lemon groves to produce large juicy lemons, for which we are told there is no market and they therefore have little value.  The answer is, I don’t know!  Whilst I think it is necessary to support the staple agricultural industry here there should perhaps be some planning as to how much water is consumed.  Like any planning issue here there is no plan!

I did ask someone informally from the geological department responsible for water resources why so much water was used in this way, and believe it or not it is the fault of the Brits! They were the ones who constructed these channels and granted the rights of irrigation. Well a lot of the rules and regulations have been overturned since then so perhaps it is now time to review this one.

I did have a shock when I received my water bill this week, my water bill shows a greater consumption than I have ever had, yet the mains water has hardly been on – we are lucky to get a few hours supply each week, and what we do get we are very frugal with.  So where has it gone? The answer is - it hasn’t been received.  We are now suffering what many people on this island have suffered; we are paying for fresh air. The meter is spinning when the empty pipes become pressurised as the water is pumped from the Belediye, so much of what we are paying for is not water! I am sure if I complain to the Belediye I will get a similar response to those Malcolm has had ‘go suck a lemon’, the sad thing is though if water keeps being wasted that’s all we will be able to do.
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Well watered lemons left to rot last year as sadly we are told there is no market place for them
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Tonnes of water wash along the irrigation channel next to my house when nothing is coming out of my tap!








