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Putting the record straight

It is sometimes difficult to find things to talk about and provide what hopefully is an interesting column, and this week is no exception, so I will devote this article to newsy items affecting the property market, and some actually affecting me!  
Well let’s just start with the good news, which is where I left off last week.  The Property Complaints Office does appear to be showing its teeth with builders here and if this continues it will be a great step forward.  My only worry now is that if they continue as they are those people who have been generally apathetic and could not see the purpose of registering their case with them may think otherwise and they could find themselves with an influx of complaints.  Whether the limited resources the office has could then cope with the demand we will have to wait and see.  On a personal note it appears that the reports I have written for clients have been used and acted upon, so that is another quantum leap forward.  So whilst at the present time it would be difficult to use a report prepared by someone such as myself in the established judicial system here, the committee forming the Complaints Office are certainly using them to identify problems and for coming up with ways to resolve them.  It was interesting to hear from one of my old clients who submitted a complaint in person and found the first thing that was looked at in any detail was a copy of my report.  I hear that potential complainants to the Property Complaints Office have been advised by a certain party that it is pointless submitting any report not prepared by a member of the Chamber of Architects and Engineers but clearly this is not so.  
The other good news is, judging by the number of enquiries I have received in the last week, there is some activity in the housing market, but before you say ‘well it’s now time to sell’ beware!  The asking prices and agreed selling prices bear no similarity, it seems that there are people striking deals that would have been laughed at by agents six to nine months ago, with deal prices now probably on par with what they were pre the 2004 boom.  This is great for the people buying here but disappointing for those who want to go back to the U.K. where the market has moved on in leaps and bounds.  The people I don’t understand are those who are not using their due diligence and are still buying off-plan at inflated prices, many through property fairs in the U.K. without even coming here, just seeing this place as a great investment.  For some of these it will take light years to see a return, unless there is a change in the political scene here.

Following last week’s article, where I encouraged you all to sign the Oram’s petition, I have had a number of people contact me regarding the strength or validity of the petition.  Some say that the petition as a whole will be treated as one objection and individuals should also write separately and thereby give weight to the submission. Others say that the official government petition website should have been used, although as this is going to the European Court of Human Rights I cannot see how such a web-based petition could be used, as I understand it this medium would be for lobbying the government on UK rather than European issues.  I am no expert in this field but am merely passing on those comments made to me.  An interesting point made by a fellow professional, and this certainly gives something for debate, is whether this case should be brought to the attention of publications in the former Eastern Block countries, outlining the consequences for owners of former state appropriated land in those countries should the decision go against the Orams. 
My name seems to have been made public on the internet this week where people are for some reason doubting my professional ability and integrity.  I do not know these persons and as far as I am aware have never advised them in a professional capacity.  Luckily I was able to defend myself on one bulletin board where one of the members had suggested to my client that he changed surveyors since I didn’t know what I was talking about. Once I had fully informed that person he did have the courtesy to make a formal apology on the bulletin board which I was pleased about.  However I have been contacted by a number of clients drawing my attention to a letter on a TRNC website, someone anonymously attempting to name and shame me and I don’t know why.  None of the statements made are founded.  It is a shame that Anon didn’t contact me before making such rash statements as I would have been happy to talk through the issues that seem to be concerning him/her.  
I can think of no way to defend myself against someone who attacks me anonymously other than from my column.   I do not run a bulletin board and until this week had never even chosen to be a member of one, but I found I had to become a member to defend myself!  In the letter Anon states that he or she has not seen me at any Homebuyers Pressure Group meetings or standing and airing my views – well obviously Anon does not buy the Cyprus Times on a Sunday and read my column then! Only a few weeks ago a former and well respected journalist on the island telephoned me to say he’d enjoyed reading my article but suggested that as I continually stick my head above the parapet I perhaps ought to buy a flak jacket, this was reiterated by Mr Fixit in a recent article in another local publication, so I don’t think not airing my views is something I can be accused of!  If Anon had read my articles he or she would also know that I have indeed attended some Homebuyers Pressure Group meetings and have actually commented on them in my column.  But the statement that really gets to me is ‘the only people who gain from people like you is the criminals.  The shame is yours’ I really don’t know what this is about, anyone that reads my column on a regular basis knows that I am always highlighting bad builders, although the government here frowns on naming and shaming so I cannot name them, and on a positive note on a number of occasions I have actually given praise where praise is due and named the good builders I have come across.  I have never run down the Homebuyers Pressure Group and again in my articles I have often given praise for the hard work that has achieved the goals originally set out two years ago, as can now be seen by what looks to be an effective Property Complaints Office.

The sad thing is many people considering purchasing here, or even in the process, rely on the bulletin boards and websites for advice and guidance, when they are reading letters such as the anonymous one then they maybe dissuaded from seeking professional advice.  In the UK they probably wouldn’t buy a house without having a survey, even if they rely on the one provided for the lending institution, so why should they be dissuaded from having one here to protect their investment?  
Anon also points out the fact that reports prepared by non-members of the Chamber of Architects and Engineers cannot be relied upon in court – well if either the house was badly built or I knew the builder to have a bad reputation I, and I am sure other surveyors here, would not be recommending the property’s purchase anyway and thus the case would probably never end up in court!  I wonder if Anon sought professional advice before buying?  I know how the system works and I am actually involved in a case presently where a government inspector has been called in to assess damages as the case is likely to go to litigation, but this does not undermine the relevance of the work I am doing and in fact we are working together for the benefit of my client. It’s also worth my pointing out that about two years ago, in my capacity as a committee member of the Homebuyers Pressure Group, I went along to a meeting at the Chamber of Architects and Engineers, I remember being told that the only person who can instruct them is the owner of the property, so what protection does that afford the purchaser? As I see it, none until the purchaser becomes the owner.  
As I said at the first Homebuyers Pressure Group meeting, buying here is a bigger minefield than you would find on the green line, so with that in mind any protection afforded by professional advice should be taken.
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If I hadn’t been instructed to carry out a survey then when would my clients have found out that the once lovely view they had of the coastline had turned into this?








