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Scorched earth
As summer has gone on and lots of places here on the island have had no rain at all for month upon month things are certainly becoming critical with wells drying up and the Belediye water supply becoming more and more intermittent.   All I hope is that winter this year does bring some proper rain, although I do have a personal theory that just like I was taught in physics that energy can be neither created nor destroyed I think in any one year the world’s rainfall is finite, so if it’s hammering down in the U.K. like it has been for most of the summer it reduces the chances of rain in other parts of the world.  Please don’t quote me on this as it’s just my view and just as many scientists will get their theories blown apart by the experiment presently taking place under the Swiss Alps, where they are trying to learn more about the big bang theory, excuse the pun but I don’t think my theory will hold water!

What concerns me is that like everything else here there doesn’t appear to be any real coordination or planning.  I cannot believe that so much development has been allowed to take place on this island without any proper infrastructure or resource. With what natural resources we have reducing rapidly I wonder what would happen if all the properties constructed and completed were 100% occupied and hotel rooms were full if only for a weekend I am sure the infrastructure here would collapse as there certainly isn’t enough of the basic services, electricity and water, to supply and support the amount of development that has taken place.  But does anyone seem to worry or care?  They don’t appear to, it seems the more that gets built the more money there is for the exchequer, ignoring the consequences.

There must be some proper planning to tackle the issue of inadequate water supplies because as every day goes by the situation becomes more critical. I know it’s not just on this side of the island and it is island wide, I was talking to relatives living in Paphos who are experiencing the same problems as ourselves, they are running out of water and relying upon swimming pools to freshen up!  What frightens me is the letter that came under my door this week from Lapta Belediyesi which says:

Dear Lapta Residents

As you know, there is severe shortage of water with the situation getting worse as from 2007 which is affecting the water we supply to you for drinking and for general use. 

We are looking for ways to remedy this problem in Lapta which is known as ‘a water heaven’ with tankers getting water from here to distribute to other areas. Whilst our investigations are continuing, as from 26/08/2008, one of the two wells providing water to our Town has dried up completely and it is now out of use. The level of water in the second has been reduced drastically to just half of the well.

As you know, there are lots of wells situated in Lapta which belong to the Administrative District Office (Kaymakamlik). Most of these wells however are used for commercial reasons. We have applied to the District Office for the Lapta habitants to benefit from these wells. We still await a response.

In order to supply you, our dear Lapta residents, with healthy and adequate drinking water, our work with the Internal Affairs, Environmental and Natural Sources Ministry, Water Board and Mineral and Geology Department are continuing.

From the impression we receive from our efforts, the conclusion clearly is that digging up of an exploratory well in the next few weeks is unavoidable. Alternatively, if the level of water in the well currently being used to supply water to Lapta goes down by a further six feet, Lapta will be left without any water.

Everybody must know that the work in progress is likely to take time; in the meanwhile Lapta needs every drop of water and we must use our existing water with care.  We do not have the luxury to use the mains water to water our trees, vegetables, lawn or flowers or wash our cars or balconies and waste the water unnecessarily.

It is for this reason that we are carrying out strict controls continuously in the area, notifying you of the problems and warning you to use the water carefully. We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause whilst the problems persist and thank you for your understanding and cooperation which will hopefully help us to resolve the problems quicker. The details of the problems are provided for your knowledge and we expect that you will willingly provide the cooperation requested.

So here we are - a part of the island that has never run dry, even when the Romans were here they chose Lambousa because of its unending water reserves but now it looks as if they are coming to an end.  Reading between the lines though and with what I’ve read previously we have the same problem where the District Office and the Municipalities are not working together.  I find it truly amazing that there is a stream of articulated tankers taking water from Lapta to other locations on the island; usually hotels which we are told at best have a 24% occupancy but each use hundreds of tonnes of water every day.  Of course once they have it there by the tanker load they can waste it on things like irrigation of flower beds and other non-essential uses.  There has to be some education from the top right down through the administrations and businesses here.  I find it sad that I may be lucky and get water two days every week and yet I was talking to a couple living on a large development in Çatalkoy who tell me their development’s water is supplied to them by tankers from Lapta ensuring that the communal water storage tanks do not run dry, so they presently enjoy water seven days a week, twenty four hours a day at the cost of Lapta residents who are rationed.
The short-sightedness of taking water from private wells and using it to hose down driveways etc must also be stopped.  The water may well be coming out of a private well but it’s being tapped from the same water reserves with it being supplied to them through underground streams/reservoirs rather than municipality plumbing.

We cannot bury our heads in the sand, or should I say scorched earth, this serious problem must and needs to be addressed now before it is too late, otherwise when friends and relatives ask us what we need bringing over from the UK we will be saying can you bring as many bottles of water as you can pack into your case!
