Appeared in Cyprus Times 14 January 2007

STOP, LOOK & LISTEN BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE

Well so much for me saying in my article last week that I was going to try and be more positive, but it’s really not my fault that this week I have been brought back to reality.  

After last week saying how good a builder was in accepting his responsibilities, I got a phone call from my client this week to say that she had heard from the builder who is now reneging on the remainder of his promises and demanding outstanding monies, even though she is still without mains water, mains electricity and a properly made up roadway.  She also has little chance of getting a kocan as the land is still not owned by the builder.  

So this week I find I have to report on another property built by the same builder but this time in Tatlisu.  Surprise, surprise the building quality does not appear to have improved.  To give you some idea, the reinforcing bars are exposed through the concrete castings, the roof looks to have been tiled by someone with little understanding of the tiles purpose as a weatherproofing measure, relying upon lashings of cement mortar to fill in the gaps.  To compound this problem I see that they have attached to this sloping roof the framing for the water tanks, I doubt whether the way the roof has been constructed if it has sufficient strength for this additional loading, and I doubt whether the framing has been adequately anchored.  There is an additional roof supported by timber framing, again the alarm bells ring.  The framing shows no evidence of any restraint and will probably spread, the timbers have not been treated against insect attack and anyone burning logs on their fires here this winter will have seen the bore holes from much more than your average woodboring beetle, the local wasp here has more than a sting in it’s tail!  Not only that but they have decked over the roof in an MDF material and I think back to my old Building Lecturer who used to talk about strawboard, used a lot in the 1960’s and 70’s, he used to say ‘when it gets wet it goes to porridge’ and I can see the same happening here.  Some attempt has been made to weatherproof the roof prior to tiling but they have used a cheap woven degradable plastic material, which judging by the way it protects my woodstore probably has a life expectancy of about a year. Also there is no insulation so in the summer the bedroom will be like an oven and in the winter like a fridge.  This wasn’t all I found but I think from this you will get the idea that it’s not one of the better houses I’ve seen here.  

I am not against helping where I can and if I can share my knowledge with the builders here, to help them improve the quality of building construction, then I will.  So I suggested to my client that I meet the builder on site, after all I had been working closely with him on the other property he built in Karsiyaka and he had been listening.  My client readily agreed.  Imagine then my surprise to be told by the builder that no he would not meet me on site and he did not want to listen to anything I had to say until my client pays the next stage payment.  Well the build so far does not warrant a further stage payment so we have a stalemate situation and my client in the UK is having sleepless nights.  Perhaps it shouldn’t come as a surprise really, the name of the construction company translates from the Turkish to ‘without ear’ an apt name if ever there was one.

On a more positive note, I always try to write a balanced article, I have been to another site where similar problems exist.  Here the builder, who has not had the best Press over the months, has taken on board all I have said in respect of remedial works required.  Even to the extent that he was so concerned and anxious for us to meet to discuss the issues he rang me on Sunday to get things moving as quickly as possible.  He has made a commitment that if he cannot rectify to my satisfaction then he will demolish the house and start again.  I will let you know in future articles how things develop here.

I know this is Sunday and I don’t want this article to read like a sermon from the pulpit, but there are lessons to be learnt here.  If you are buying a property, STOP, LOOK and LISTEN to other people here. Even my neighbour who accompanied me last week while I did my site inspections (he is a complete technophobe who until I showed him didn’t know how to charge his battery drill) identified the problems I could see as easily as I did.  To the building construction industry I would say, STOP!  If you are claiming to build a property to a first class standard then do so.  LOOK at construction companies that do build to a first class standard, and they do exist, I have a client taking possession this week of a property I have overseen the construction of, the property has been completed on time, to specification and the most major item on my snagging list this week was the provision of plugs to sinks!  When criticism or guidance is given LISTEN, take it on board and deal with it.  To the Government I would say, STOP and LISTEN to what is being said to you from various groups, including the Homebuyers Pressure Group, who have been trying to draw to your attention for over a year the problems foreigners, investors in your country, are facing and LOOK to do something about it.

If these problems aren’t rectified soon everything here will come to a stop and the only looking and listening being done will be by Brits watching TV programmes on the sorry state this country and the construction industry here finds itself in.
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The reinforcing bars should not be showing through the concrete





A bedroom more comfortable for the local insect population than human beings








